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- Mlgratlon into Fort McMurray, Alberta:
Implications for Urban Planning and Social Capital
in a Resource-Dependent Community

As a result of the booming oil economy in Alberta, other parts of Canada are experiencing population losses to the
province. The city of Fort McMurray, situated near the largest mining projects in northern Alberta, has seen
unprecedented population growth as migrants from other regions of Canada flock to the oil sands region in search of
the reputably lucrative jobs in the oil industry. This presentation focuses on the city of Fort McMurray and explores two
related themes that have arisen as a result of internal migration to this region; first, at a regional scale, the impact of
Fort McMurray’s population growth on urban and regional planning, and second, at a more localized scale, the
experience of one culture group, Newfoundlanders, in their efforts to build and maintain social capital in both their
destination and place of origin. In each case, qualitative data gathered from interviews with urban planners and

Newfoundland migrants respectively reveals the inherent connection between local conditions in Fort McMurray and
global forces that impact the demand for natural resources and the flow of human capital.
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